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Aero Club to present 2011 Crystal Eagle Award 
to World War II Triple Ace C. E. “Bud” Anderson 

 
     C. E. “Bud” Anderson, a triple ace who scored 16.25 aerial victories over German Luftwaffe aircraft while 
flying the P-51 Mustang “Old Crow’’ in the World War II skies of Europe, will be the 29th recipient of the Crystal 
Eagle Award, presented annually by the Aero Club of Northern California to honor those whose achievements are 
among the highest in aviation. 
    The San Jose-based aero club will hold the awards dinner at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,  Oct. 22, at the Hiller Aviation 
Museum in San Carlos. The club is the regional affiliate of the National Aeronautic Association. 
      Anderson, who was born in Oakland, enlisted in the U.S. Army as an aviation cadet in 1942. After earning his 
wings and commission as a second lieutenant, he flew two combat tours against the Luftwaffe in Europe. 
      Assigned to the 363rd  Fighter Squadron of the 357th Fighter Group at RAF Leiston, England, he became the 
group’s third leading ace. In his P-51 Mustang, he flew 116 missions without being hit by fire from enemy aircraft 
and without turning back from any mission. 
     In his 30 years of military service, Anderson flew more than 100 types of aircraft, logging more than 7,000 
hours flight time. He was a test pilot and chief of fighter operations at Wright Field, chief of flight test operations 
and deputy director of flight test at Edwards Air Force Base, and served two tours at the Pentagon. 
    Anderson commanded three fighter organizations including in 1970 the 355th Tactical Fighter Wing in Vietnam. 
He retired as a colonel in 1972, then managed the McDonnell Aircraft Company’s flight test facility at Edwards 
AFB until 1984. 
      Anderson co-authored the book “To Fly & Fight -- Memoirs of a Triple Ace’’ in 1990. In 2008, he was 
inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame. 
   The Aero Club also will present National Aeronautic Association Certificate awards to Bob Overby, managing 
director of Jeppesen Data Plan in San Jose, and longtime Hayward FBO Mike Coutches, for their life-long 
contributions to the advancement of flight. 
     The Crystal Eagle Award was first presented by the Aero Club in 1983 to legendary aviator Gen. Jimmy 
Doolittle. Past recipients include Gen. Chuck Yeager, Stanley Hiller Jr., Jim Nissen, Burt Rutan, George Cooper, 
Jeana Yeager, James S. Ricklefs, Darryl Greenamyer, Paul Poberezny, Wayne Handley, A. Scott Crossfield, Clay 
Lacy, Elgen Long, Eileen Collins, Sean D. Tucker, Steve Fossett, Phil Boyer, Mike Melvill and Brian Shul. 
    Dinner tickets, including museum admission, are $60 each for Aero Club members and $75 for non-members. 
Reservations are required. Tickets will not be sold at the door. For additional information, contact the Aero Club at 
(408) 646-7139, or check its website at www.aeroclubnorcal.org. 

 


